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Foreword

Peter Aldous MP, Chair of the County APPG

I am delighted to present you with this County All-Party 
Parliamentary prospectus and invite you to become a 
member of the County APPG. 

The APPG focuses on alerting Government to the unique 
challenges and opportunities facing our counties, and on 
promoting the best solutions for our residents. 

The challenges facing our areas have been well publicised:  the growing need for social care 
services, a rapidly ageing population, significantly lower funding compared to other local 
authorities, and rural delivery pressures. 

But the potential of our areas should not be underestimated. County economies deliver 41% 
of England’s GVA, with a vibrant business and enterprise environment that make our counties 
excellent places to live and work.

With a new Prime Minster and Government, this parliament will see an ambitious programme of 
legislation with significant implications for our county areas. 

There is a growing focus on how devolution deals can drive growth and reform services, however 
we need more appropriate devolution deals for our areas.

Proposed social reforms to education and children’s services present opportunities to improve 
outcomes for young people, but reforms must ensure they support high performing county 
authorities.

And with radical reforms to local government funding and business rates, we have the opportunity 
to deliver a fairer funding settlement for our areas, who have been underfunded for too long. 

The work of this APPG, and our new parliamentary campaign Your County Matters has never been so 
important. The APPG, supported by the County Councils Network, can help Members of Parliament 
ensure county areas are given the same consideration as the big cities when it comes to local 
funding, public service reform and devolution deals.

I would encourage you to add your voice to the County APPG and look forward to seeing many of 
you at our upcoming events. 

Peter Aldous MP
Chair of the County APPG
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This prospectus for the County APPG 
demonstrates why Parliamentarians 
should join this important group.
 
It provides key details on what the 
purpose of the APPG is, the priorities  
for the group, and the activities it 
performs on behalf of our members.
 
Crucially it shows Why Counties Matter, 
and as representatives of county areas, 
why adding your voice to the APPG can 
help us tackle the big challenges and 
opportunities facing our areas.

The County APPG is a forum to consider the 
critical issues and challenges faced by county 
areas and their communities. It promotes the 
current and future contributions of county 
areas, to the national economy, to public 
services and to social wellbeing.

Through the APPG, we investigate the barriers 
and constraints that prevent county areas 
from reaching their full potential, and assist 
Members of both Houses to raise awareness  
of these matters in Parliament.

Dates for your diary

Tuesday 6th September
Annual General Meeting  
Our AGM will be held on 6th September 2016, 
2:30-3:30pm in Committee Room 14. Alongside 
the business of the AGM, this session will focus 
on devolution to county areas. We hope to have 
the new Secretary of State for Communities & 
Local Government, the Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP in 
attendance. For further information or to RSVP 
please contact: sara.brouillette@local.gov.uk 

Monday 31st October
County APPG Reception
Please join us at our APPG Parliamentary 
Reception on 31st October 4-6pm on the 
Terrace Pavilion. To RSVP please contact  
sara.brouillette@local.gov.uk 

Join the County APPG
To join the APPG please email  
County.CouncilsNetwork@local.gov.uk
Alternately, come and join us at any of the 
events mentioned above.

What is the County APPG?

mailto:County.CouncilsNetwork%40local.gov.uk%20?subject=
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The County APPG aims to provide a forum 
for Parliamentarians to engage in debate 
and dialogue about issues related to county 
economies, services and communities.

County areas cover 86% of England’s landmass 
and 47% of its population. Our areas are largely 
rural, and contain 55% of all those aged 65 and 
over. They are the most significant contributors 
of income tax, stamp duty and business rates in 
England.
 
County economies generate 43% of the 
country’s jobs and 41% of England’s GVA. 
County Councils are responsible for 93% 
of growth related expenditure in their 
areas, including transport, highways, and 
infrastructure, while our County Unitary 
Authorities also provide housing and  
planning services.
 
Counties also provide essential services to the 
most vulnerable, delivering social care to adults 
and children. They are some of the most high-
performing education authorities in the country.
 
However, counties are also some of the most 
underfunded areas in the country, and face 
a growing demand for services. Next year, 
county authorities will receive significantly 
less funding than metropolitan authorities, and 
receive £1.2bn less for health services, having 
already seen the largest reductions in their 
funding for social care.
 

The priorities of the County APPG are reflective 
of the vital services counties provide for 
local communities, and the challenges and 
opportunities we face. Over the course of this 
Parliament, the County APPG will focus on:

 • Fairer Funding
 • Devolution & Governance
 • Economic Growth & Broadband
 • Health & Social Care
 • Children & Young People

Focusing on these priorities, the APPG will 
work with Parliamentarians to advocate for the 
needs of our communities and respond to the 
requirements of our members. In particular, 
the County APPG and CCN will be considering 
key pieces of legislation and the challenges 
affecting county areas, including;
 

 • Children & Social Work Bill
 • Bus Services Bill
 • Jobs and Growth Bill
 • Devolution
 • Business Rates Retention

County APPG Priorities

Secretariat
The County APPG Secretariat is provided by 
the County Councils Network (CCN). The CCN 
represents 37 English county and county 
unitary councils who together have over 2500 
councillors and serve over 25 million people 
(47% of the population) across 86% of England

CCN develops policy, shares best practice and 
advocates policy solutions to Government 
on behalf of this significant proportion of the 
country outside the big conurbations.

CCN is a member-led organisation which works 
on an inclusive and all-party basis and seeks to 
make representations to government. CCN is a 
special interest group of the Local Government 
Association (LGA). You can find out more 
about the CCN by visiting our website: www.
countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/about

www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/about
www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/about
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47%
of England's 
population

25m

Households are 
projected to rise

18%
by 2037, a rise of almost

2m

Counties contribute

49% 
of all income tax in England

41%
of stamp duty and

£8.4bn
in business rates

The counties of  

the CCN cover

86%
of England's landmass over

44,000
square miles

The average  
county is

70%
rural

Counties contain

55%
of all those aged  
65+ in England

County economics 
account for

41% 
of England's GVA, with  

a combined GVA of

 
10.7m 
jobs almost

43% 
of the total  

employment 
 in England

£565bn

The councils represented by the CCN constitute the largest and most 
significant single grouping of local authorities in terms of population, 
geography, economic growth, taxation, and public services.

#countiesmatter

matters

County economies
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The County APPG has been active since 2013. 
During the last Parliament it produced two 
influential reports on growth deals in county 
areas and health and social care integration.  
It provided support to members through regular 
briefings, events and also the opportunity 
for informal networking at Parliamentary 
Receptions.
 
This Parliament the County APPG will give 
even more support to Parliamentarians. During 
this Parliament the County APPG will provide 
increased support to Members of both Houses. 
Our County APPG Newsletter keeps members 
up to date with all the latest from CCN and the  
county world.  
 
Over the coming period the APPG will support 
you with events on fair funding for counties, 
business rates reform, county devolution 
and public service reform. As key Bills come 
before MPs and Lords, we will provide our 
insight and detailed analysis on the key 
issues facing county authorities. And there 
will be opportunities to network and engage 
with fellow County MPs, local and national 
stakeholders in local government, business  
and public service at Parliamentary Receptions.

APPG Activities

www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/county-devolution
March 2015

 

 

The Children and Social Work Bill 2016 

The Children and Social Work Bill been tabled by Government in the House of Lords. The next stage 
of the Bill will be Committee Stage on Wednesday 29th June.  

The County Councils Network (CCN) welcomes the overarching aims of the Children and Social 
Work Bill; to increase the standard of social work and improve outcomes for children and young 
people. Below are the key considerations which we believe must form the basis of any changes to 
the duties of CCN member councils.  

Key Considerations: 

1. The Children and Social Work Bill creates provision for the considerable alteration of 
locally delivered children’s services; whether through delivery from a Combined Authority, 
or through the provision to remove duties currently undertaken by local authorities.  
 
CCN believes that clarity on the nature and scope of these changes is necessary to fully 
analyse the impact of this legislation. Any proposed changes should have to give weight 
to the views of local people and retain true local accountability, for example through 
councillor-led Overview and Scrutiny committees. Any changes should ensure improved 
outcomes for children and young people. 

2. CCN member authorities welcome the opportunity to increase learning and improve 
outcomes for young people through serious case reviews. It is essential that any 
organisation undertaking a review is both independent of the structures it must scrutinise 
and accountable to those who it advocates for. 
 

3. The regulation of social work is of fundamental concern to CCN member authorities. The 
vacancy rates, high turnover rates and subsequent agency worker usage have been well 
publicised. Counties have seen the vacancy rate increase annually, and in 14/15 our 
member councils had a social worker vacancy rate of 17%.  
 

4. Any regulation must be careful not to place further burdens on the sector through 
increased time requirement or increased cost, and must not deter existing social workers 
from remaining with the profession, or discourage those who would consider social work 
as a career.  
 

Clauses 1-3   

CCN welcomes the increased guidance on Corporate Parenting Principles, and the extension of 
personal advisers for care leavers until they reach the age of 25 which will provide further stability. 
It is essential that the undertaking of these further duties does not impede the delivery of current 
services, which are already under pressure. CCN’s member authorities have seen an 82% increase 
in the number of children in need between 2009/10-2014/15, while local authority budgets have 
continued to decrease.   

Clauses 4-7   

We welcome the commitment to ensure academies and maintained schools are held to the same 
standards on educational achievement for relevant children, and the requirement to consult upon 
and publish a local offer for care leavers. This will allow for best practice to be shared throughout 
the sector and ensure full accountability and informed choices for children and young people.   

 

 

 
The Bus Services Bill – Ensuring Rural and County Communities can Benefit 

 
The Bus Services Bill has been tabled by Government in the House of Lords. The next stage of the 
Bill will be Committee Stage on Wednesday 29th June. This will be a vital opportunity to review 
the content of the Bill.  
 
Currently local authorities have little influence over the provision and quality of bus services in their 
area. Services that are not profitable may not be run commercially, as such the local authority must 
make decisions about publicly funding services that are important to local communities.  
 
This approach is increasingly vulnerable given the current budget pressures of local authorities. 
New ways of transforming public transport and sustaining valuable local services are needed.  
 
Bus franchising powers in the Bus Services Bill provide such an opportunity. These powers 
would allow local authorities to set bus fares, decide when and where bus services run, specify 
customer service and vehicle quality and join up ticketing across their area – in line with the needs 
and expectations of communities and businesses.  
 
Equally franchising would present opportunities to better align transport provision across bus, 
health and education sectors, delivering better value for the public purse. Outside of London bus 
usage is stalling and declining - franchising also aims to support providers in building a thriving and 
competitive bus market and increasing usage.  
 
Despite these benefits the legislation currently states that a metro mayor is needed to 
draw down franchising powers. Any area without a metro mayor would need to seek special 
permission from Government to take on powers, and it is unclear on what basis powers would be 
granted.  
 
Rural and county communities need sustainable bus services as much as big cities do – 
removing the prerequisite for a metro mayor would help ensure that the legislation 
benefits all areas across the country.  
 
Buses are a lifeline to rural communities - Efficient public transport is of particular importance 
in county areas where large, sparse and rural geographies mean that there is an increased risk of 
isolation. Local bus services are a lifeline for many residents and we must ensure we find ways of 
making services sustainable for the future.  
 
A well designed system can support health and social care - Keeping people connected to 
their communities and providing consistent access to public services can reduce the human and 
monetary costs of escalating need. This is particularly important in counties which represent the 
largest older populations, and face particular pressures in health and care services.  
 
The bus system is crucial to county economies - Half of all commutes outside of London are 
by bus, and businesses say that well designed services in rural areas are crucial to supporting local 
economies. This is of particular importance given the substantial number of small businesses in 
counties.  
  

BRIEFINGS

PUBLICATIONS

EVENTS EVIDENCE SESSIONS

www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk

Our Plan for 
Government 
2015-20
Executive Summary
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1Ambitious Growth Deals for Counties

Ambitious growth deals 
for Counties
County All Party Parliamentary Group : June 2014

Ambitious Growth Deals for Counties.indd   1 13/06/2014   15:51

What we do

• Facilitate dialogue between parliamentarians, 
Government Ministers and local stakeholders; 
raising issues that APPG members believe 
are important to such groups.

• Investigate, monitor, and report on issues 
relating to the implementation of relevant 
Government reforms which impact on  
county areas.

• Develop productive working relationships 
with other relevant All-Party Parliamentary 
Groups where there is a common interest in 
issue impacting on county areas

• Provide a point of reference for any 
parliamentarian looking to understand 
aspects of county areas, providing a resource 
for research and information.

• Provide regular briefings on current 
challenges facing county areas and the 
contribution that they make to the overall 
national economy and well-being.

• Undertake inquiries into specific policy issues 
facing county areas, producing in-depth 
inquiry reports with practical, evidence-based 
recommendations.

• Host parliamentary events to discuss upcoming 
legislation and provide a forum for all county 
representatives to identify common issues.

For all resources and the activity of the APPG, visit 
www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/countyappg 

The State of Care in Counties
The Integration Imperative

RECEPTIONS

NEWSLETTER

INQUIRY REPORTS

You can view the inquiry reports and campaign videos by 
visiting www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/appg-inquiries

www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/countyappg
www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/appg-inquiries
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Your County Matters Campaign

cares

Counties are 
responsible for 

38% 
of all spending on 

Children’s Social Care, 
higher than other local 

authorities

Counties are 
responsible for 

47% 
of expenditure on Adult 

Social Care, £6.6bn
in 2015/16

55%
of all those aged 

65 and over 
reside in counties 

County authorities 
look after

150,235 
Children In Need

#countiesmatter 

Despite funding reductions and growing demand, county and county unitary 
authorities have a proven track record of innovation and excellent performance 
in delivering life-critical services. This is why your county matters.

To find out more visit www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/yourcountymatters

Counties SUPPORT 
an ageing population

Counties SAFEGUARD 
vulnerable children

Counties CARE 
for disabled young people

Counties PROTECT 
 social care users 

#countiesmatter

The councils represented by the CCN constitute the largest and most 
significant single grouping of local authorities in terms of population, 
geography, economic growth, taxation, and public services.

47%
of England's population 

25m
reside in counties

Housing numbers 
in counties are 

projected to rise 

18% 
by 2037, a rise 

of almost

2m

The average 
county is

70%
rural

Counties contain 

55%
 of all those aged 65+ 

in England

10.7m
 jobs almost

43% 
of the total 

employment 
in England

Counties are home 
to…

41% 
of England's GVA, 

with a combined GVA 
of

£565bn

The counties 
of the CCN cover

86%
of England's 

landmass over

44,000 
square miles

Counties contribute 

49%
of all income tax in England

41%
of stamp duty and

£8.4bn
in business rates

County authorities have 

2,635 
councillors who represent 

their communities 
and are responsible

for vital services

works

The historic 
counties of 

England are 
part of our 

national identity

Counties are the 
highest performing 

local authorities, 
despite austerity

County authorities 
cover 

86% 
of England’s landmass, 

covering 44,000 sq miles

#countiesmatter 

Historic counties are the bedrock of English communities. Despite funding 
difficulties, they deliver efficient and effective services, at size and scale, 
and consistently perform better than any other local authority type.
This is why your county matters.

To find out more visit www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/yourcountymatters

Counties PERFORM 
to high standards

Counties SERVE 
25million people

Counties are HISTORIC 
and traditional 

Counties are CLOSE 
to their local communities 

thrives

Our economies 
account for 

41%
of England’s GVA, 

£565bn

Counties are 
responsible for 

93% 
of spending on 

growth-related activities 
in two-tier areas

Counties invested

£4.2bn 
in key infrastructure

in 2015/16 

County areas have

52.9%
of the total manufacturing, 

motor, and construction jobs 
nationally

#countiesmatter 

County authorities lead the way in providing the key 
infrastructure to support local economies, enabling private 
sector growth and enterprise. This is why your county matters.

To find out more visit www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/yourcountymatters

Counties INVEST  
in vital infrastructure

County BUSINESSES 
are vital to the economy  

Counties DELIVER 
billions to UK Plc

Counties GROW  
 their local economies 

matters

The new Your County Matters campaign will 
deliver a positive, solution-based case for 
county and county unitary authorities and their 
ability to drive real public service reform. It will 
emphasise how important the delivery of county 
services are economically and socially to our 
local communities. 

The new Government is about to enter a 
period of enormous change, which will have a 
significant impact on counties.

The Your County Matters campaign will provide 
County MPs with a strong evidence-base to inform 
their work to get the best possible services for 
their residents, grow our economies and deliver 
real devolution to our areas. 

Below, there are a number of resources,  already 
available at: www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.
uk/yourcountymatters

www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/yourcountymatters
www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/yourcountymatters


matters

#countiesmatter 
To find out more visit www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/yourcountymatters

While CCN members do all they can to make your county work, thrive 
and care, they face unique challenges in delivering quality services to 
local residents and businesses…

20% lower 
& over 46% less than London

reduced 21% 

between 2013-15

Grants per head are Social care cash funding has

Children’s care referrals Demand for elderly care services

rose 11% 
against a national reduction

grew 8.5%
higher than all other areas

£851 per head 
in rural areas 

compared to £3700 in London

Business rates income is Counties have

lower 
productivity
which impacts on living standards

Counties are underfunded and have witnessed

 some of the biggest funding reductions…

Counties have growing demand for life critical services…

Counties have high performing economies, 

but face long-term challenges…

We need to work with Government to reform the way councils are funded, ensuring fair and 
sustainable funding for your local area and new powers to grow our economies. This will allows 
us to support local economies, deliver sustainable housing growth and protect quality frontline 
services. This is why Your County Matters. 
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Founded in 1997, the County Councils Network 
(CCN) is a network of 37 County Councils and 
Unitary authorities that serve county areas. 
We are a cross party organisation, expressing 
the views of member councils to the wider 
Local Government Association and to central 
Government departments.

To discuss any CCN proposals in more detail, 
please contact:
James Maker
Head of Policy & Communications
020 7664 3009
james.maker2@local.gov.uk
 

For APPG enquiries, please contact
Victoria Moloney
Policy Officer
020 7664 3019
victoria.moloney@local.gov.uk
 
 
For media enquiries, please contact:
Ian Burbidge
Media and Communications Officer
020 7664 3018
ian.burbidge@local.gov.uk
 
www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk
 
Follow us on Twitter

 
@CCNOffice

@CountyAPPG

mailto:james.maker2%40local.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:victoria.moloney%40local.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:ian.burbidge%40local.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/CCNOffice
https://twitter.com/CountyAPPG

